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Dear friends in Christ,

Thank you for the many ways you have supported both your parish and our archdiocese. As Lent nears its end and Holy Week and Easter fill us with hope for the future, the youth across our archdiocese are preparing to carry on our Catholic faith for generations to come. The fruit of this formation will be seen in the children who, later this month, will celebrate their First Holy Communion, receiving for the first time the Body and Blood of Jesus in the Eucharist.

Take Michael from Staten Island, for example, who is preparing to receive the Blessed Sacrament. For him, the Eucharist is not just a ritual but a deeply personal encounter with Jesus: “To be near Jesus makes me feel safe, no matter what,” he says, adding, “I want to receive my First Holy Communion so Jesus can be closer to me than ever before.” Michael’s formation is made possible by religious education programs supported by the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal, which ensure that children like him develop a profound relationship with Christ and the Church. By providing essential support to our parishes, the Appeal strengthens ministries that shape young disciples, fostering not only their love for the sacraments but also their understanding of the importance of Mass and Catholic community life.

The archdiocese’s new pastoral grants program, Sharing God’s Gifts, builds on this vital mission by offering funding to strengthen parish ministries across five key areas, including Adult Discipleship and Marriage Formation, Respect Life, Youth Faith Formation, Youth/Young Adult Ministry and University Apostolate, and the Cultural Diversity Apostolate. This innovative initiative enables parishes to implement dynamic programs that enrich the faith life of individuals and families, ensuring that children like Michael not only have access to strong religious education now but also benefit from evolving faith programs as they grow into young adults—whether in their local parishes or through our University Apostolate ministry when they enter college.

We want every youth to learn what Michael has—that Jesus is always near, especially in the Eucharist. Your generosity will make this possible. Please consider giving to the Appeal today, so that the youth of our archdiocese may continue to grow into faithful, courageous disciples of Christ, ensuring a bright future for our Church.

Sincerely,


Kelvin Gentles
Executive Director

P.S. To make your contribution, please visit us at www.cardinalsappeal.org/donate. If you have any questions or require assistance, contact the Appeal office at cardinals.appeal@archny.org or at (646) 794-3300.
